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Getting to know each other:

« Zoom Meeting before the start of the
semester
« The profs are welcoming the
exchange students
» Groups from each department form
(mostly via WhatsApp)

Studying and living in Reykjavik:

« Buddy program
« Small groups with few exchange
students and one buddy
* HousingAnywhere.com
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Getting to know each other:
Within a zoom meeting before the start of the semester the profs are talking about the structure of the Uni and how the Uni life will be, how to find an apartment, a shared flat or how to get into the student housing.
In this meeting they also encouraged us to form WhatsApp groups, which we did. In my case I found a lot of future friends and companions for several adventures and journeys


Studying in Reykjavík:
At the University of Iceland they have a buddy program for every exchange student, who wants to be part of it
The buddy is selected according to the interests of the exchange student. In small groups of around 5 people the buddy will show you around the University and the city and give you tips for the daily students life. For me, my buddy was a perfect fit and I‘m still in contact with her.
The whole conversation with your teachers, getting your grades or course updates happened on the intranet, ugla. There you could see your grades, get a feedback or write to your teachers. Also you could find the presentations and course materials there.
I lived in a shared flat, which I found on HousingAnywhere.com. My flatmates were great, my landlord too and I lived near the harbor, the University, several supermarkets and downtown. 

The picture shows the skyline of Reykjavik from the ocean. We went back from a whale watching tour when I took that photo.



Courses

Several courses:

» Courses vary from autumn to spring
semester

* | choose:
 Introduction to the Geology of
lceland

» Energy and resources of the earth
* Climate Change
* Quaternary environments

Mensa:
 Snacks
* Soups

* Vegetarian/ vegan and meat dishes
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Several courses:
The course plans in Iceland vary between the autumn and the spring semester, and also from year to year. You can choose from a lot of very interesting courses, for example volcanology, geothermal energy, the four i chose (on the slide), glaciology and others.
They take place in different buildings on the campus, which can be a bit stressful, because there is just 15 minutes time between two courses. But you can expect a little break in your courses  
Introduction to the Geology of Iceland was highly recommended because several profs show you around the Reykjanes Peninsula (where the airport Keflavik, the current volcanic eruptions of Fagradalsfjall and Reykjavik lie) and also around a geothermal power plant, Hellisheidi. 
Energy and resources of the earth is not only about the topic, but also about learning to discuss in a proper way about energy sources, whether they are fossil fuels or sustainable. Solutions and ideas got compared and you got a whole new perspective of a topic you thought you knew something about, which was pretty great.
The climate change was a lot about things I already knew, but also about new perspectives. What I liked a lot about this course was that you did some group work but also wrote some articles about a current topic 
Quaternary environments was interesting because we didn‘t talk just about germany like in many courses in Bremen, but about the whole world with fokus on Iceland, Greenland and North America.

Mensa:
The mensa was very good. I never tried the soup but they once offered a Paella, which was pretty good, in the vegetarian and the meat/ fish style. Additionally, you can buy small snacks, like sandwiches, cake, salads, iced coffees and others. On the Intranet, Ugla, they show what the next meals in the Mensa will be. 

The picture shows Iceland and in the red square the Reykjanes peninsula


Citylife of Reykjavik

A lot of cafés and restaurants and
(karaoke) bars

Cultural Night

Bonus, Kronan or Netto?

Very important: the swim-and-chill-

community
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In downtown Reykjavík are a lot of cafés, restaurants and karaoke bars. My favorite stop for a cinnamon bun is braud (on the picture), near the church Hallgrimskirkja. I also recommend to try the amazing soups (vegetarian and meat soups) from Svarta Kaffid, they were the best soups in town and served in a white bread!
Once a year in August the cultural night takes place. Public museums are free that day so you can visit every museum you like. In the evening, the city is filled with music. There are bands and djs everywhere in the streets and wikings vibing with them. Later that night a firework will be shown near the Harpa, which is a concert hall like the Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg. 
For your daily shopping tours choose the Bónus supermarket, its the cheapest. The most expensive one is the Nettó.
Also important in Reykjavík is the swim-and-chill-community. They meet at the swimming pool, stay in the hot water forever and enjoy the company. Ist easy to forget the time and the fact, that you‘re in Iceland during winter, because its so warm in there! Just lay back and enjoy.


Free time

Adventures and Journeys
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I was very lucky, that in the beginning of my semester abroad the Fagradallsfjall Volcano erupted again, so after three days in Iceland I visited the eruption and it was spectacular! If you get the chance to be there while the volcano is erupting – go there! It is a once-in-a-lifetime-experience and you will not regret it. 
After that, I went whale watching in a RiB-boat  with some friends and it was amazing, we saw a humpback whale, puffins and some minky whales which were swimming around our boat for a few minutes. It was very cold, even in august, so make sure to bring warm jackets and a hat!
I also went to the golden circle with a friend and watched the geysir, Strokkur, erupting, don‘t miss it!


Free time
Vedur.is/en

Adventures and Journeys
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I also managed to see the aurora! Please make sure to turn your WhatsApp Group notifications on when you want to see them, the people in my Iceland Group kept messaging whenever and wherever they saw some northern lights, or visit the vedur.is website where you can find a reliable forecast.
And please make sure to visit the north, east and south of the Island so you wouldn’t miss anything. The picture on the right was taken in the Studlagil canyon, in the east.



If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me:

carsta@uni-bremen.de
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In General: It was an amazing semester and I would recommend to go a year and not only one semester. Please bring warm clothes, as the coldest temperatures we had when I was there was -15°C. And make sure to see as much as possible! 
Thank you for your Attention and thank you Ulrike, for presenting it!
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